30TH  ANNUAL  BLUE  BOOK  OLDEST  IN  HOBBY 


Once  again  the  time  for  release  of 
R.  S.  Yeoman’s  popular  Blue  Book  (ac¬ 
tually  the  Handbook  of  United  States 
Coins)  is  upon  us.  Thus,  the  amazingly 
long  progression  of  annual  editions  con¬ 
tinues  without  letup,  and  all  indications 
are  that  many  more  will  appear  in  the 
future.  The  forthcoming  edition  of  this 
valuable  reference  tool  is  the  30th,  no 
less,  making  it  the  oldest  in  the  familiar 
line  of  coin  references  published  over 
the  years  by  Whitman. 

Just  how  popular  is  this  book?  The 
overall  sales  picture  shows  that  it  is 
second  to  the  Red  Book  only,  and  that 
has  sold  over  ten  million  copies  since 
its  inception  in  1947.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  basic  purpose  of  the  Blue  Book 
is  to  guide  dealers  in  purchasing  United 
States  coins,  and  in  that  function  it  has 
served  admirably  well.  But  what  else 
docs  it  have  that  would  or  should  make 
it  an  indispensable  item  for  a  collector’s 
bookshelf?  As  usual,  not  too  many  stop 
to  read  the  “fine  print,”  but  even  if  he 
gets  no  farther  than  the  title  page,  the 
collector  immediately  has  a  clear  under¬ 
standing  of  the  contents  of  this  book. 
Here  is  the  “fine  print”  so  often  over¬ 
looked:  “Containing  mint  records  and 
prices  paid  by  dealers  for  all  U.S.  coins. 
Information  on  collecting  coins — how 
coins  are  produced — mints  and  mint 
marks — grading  of  coins— location  of 
mint  marks — preserving  and  cleaning 
coins — starting  a  collection — what  to 
buy — history  of  mints  and  interesting 
descriptions  of  all  U.S.  copper,  nickel, 
silver  and  gold  coins.  Fully  illustrated. 
INDEX  PAGE  126.”  That*s  all  of  it  on 
the  title  page.  Of  course,  as  the  reader 
gets  used  to  the  book’s  various  com¬ 
ponents  he  almost  automatically  turns 
to  those  pages  of  direct  importance 
when  he  needs  them,  but  to  do  this 
takes  a  great  deal  of  familiarity  with  the 
book.  The  fact  that  so  much  important 
information  BESIDES  the  most  up-to- 
date  wholesale  valuations  of  all  United 
States  coins  is  contained  in  this  thin 


but  mighty  package  should  be  stressed 
to  everyone,  as  this  is  the  kind  of  data 
all  collectors  should  have  in  order  to 
more  fully  appreciate  their  hobby. 

Once  the  collector  starts  to  browse 
through  this  book,  he  soon  discovers  that 
not  only  is  there  copious  information 


R.  S.  Yeoman  and  Kent  Breuett  pauio  to  reflect  on 
the  30  year  hiitory  of  the  Blue  Book  01  current 
production  begini. 


explaining  the  entries  on  the  .title  page, 
but  there  arc  also  many  sections  and 
paragraphs  of  supplementary  data,  all 
designed  to  be  of  maximum  service  as 
aids  to  more  fully  understanding  the 
intricacies  of  the  hobby.  One  finds,  for 
example,  a  section  on  selling  coins 
(which  was  NOT  mentioned  on  the 
title  page),  and  in  it  there  is  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  subject,  plus  a  potentially 
very  useful  listing  of  numismatic  publi¬ 
cations  to  which  one  can  write  for  in¬ 
formation  and  sample  copies,  and  to 
contact  thousands  of  collectors  and 
dealers.  For  some  hobbyists  this  could 
be  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  entire 
book. 

One  of  the  title  page  entries  is,  “in¬ 


teresting  descriptions  of  all  U.S.  .  .  . 
coins.”  This  is  the  understatement  of 
the  year!  Loaded  throughout  the  volume 
are  detailed  illustrations  and  explana¬ 
tions  of  the  really  important  varieties 
in  every  series,  so  that  a  collector  has 
an  excellent  overall  grasp  of  the  field 
by  the  time  he  has  learned  all  the  Blue 
Book  has  to  offer.  Enlarged  photos  of 
many  small  details  aid  greatly  in  the 
understanding  of  the  varieties  under 
discussion,  and,  once  pointed  out,  have 
a  tendency  to  stay  with  the  collector 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

After  analyzing  all  the  foregoing,  it 
might  logically  follow  that  all  a  collector 
really  needs  to  acquire  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  United  States  coins  is  a 
copy  of  the  latest  Blue  Book.  While  this 
might  be  true  in  a  sense,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  Blue  Book  is  only 
one  of  a  long  and  popular  line  of  Whit¬ 
man  coin  reference  catalogs,  each  of 
which  fills  some  specific  purpose.  The 
Blue  Book  is  one  of  the  cornerstones  of 
the  coin  hobby,  but  though  it  contains 
information  on  the  grading  of  coins,  for 
example,  it  cannot  begin  to  spell  out 
in  detail  the  more  specific  criteria  used 
to  recognize  points  of  wear  in  the  var¬ 
ious  coin  series.  Grading  aids  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  each  coin  type-date  listing, 
but  no  illustrations  showing  how  the 
coins  would  appear  in  the  grades  listed. 
This  situation  is  easily  resolved  by  ac¬ 
quisition  of  the  standard  Brown  and 
Dunn  Guide  to  the  Grading  of  United 
States  Coins.  The  point  here  is  that  the 
Blue  Book  can  most  effectively  be  used 
as  a  starting  place  from  which  to  dig 
more  deeply  into  various  aspects  covered 
in  much  greater  detail  in  other  Whit¬ 
man  books. 

And  of  course  there  are  the  valua¬ 
tions,  which  do  comprise  the  major  part 
of  the  book.  What  do  they  stand  for 
and  how  accurate  are  they?  It  is  now 
generally  recognized  that  Blue  Book 
prices  reflect  the  most  accurate  and 
up-to-date  wholesale  values  on  the  coin 


market  today.  On  the  other  hand,  this 
does  not  tell  the  collector  what  he  might 
have  to  pay  for  a  particular  piece;  for 
this  information  he  must  go  to  the  Guide 
Book,  more  famaliarly  known  to  millions 
as  the  “Red  Book”  or  the  “Collector’s 
Bible.” 

The  foregoing  explanation  of  the 
interrelationship  of  the  Blue  Book  with 
other  Whitman  references  leads  us  to 
the  main  point  to  be  stressed — that  the 
Whitman  line  of  coin  references  is  de¬ 
signed  to  meet  every  need  of  both  the 
beginner  and  the  highly  specialized  col¬ 
lector.  Interest  rises  with  the  anticipation 
of  the  annual  Blue  Book  revision,  but 
now  perhaps  it  can  be  looked  forward 
to  not  only  for  the  latest  in  market 
value  wholesale  prices,  but  also  as  a 
valuable  tool  in  assisting  collectors  with 
many  diverse  interests  to  become  seri¬ 
ously  involved,  and  thus  progress  to 
other  books  with  more  specialized  de¬ 
tails. 

The  30th  edition  of  the  Handbook 
of  United  States  Coins,  No.  9050,  will 
be  released  on  its  traditional  date, 
October  15.  Suggested  retail  price  of 
$1.50  reinaias  the  same.  Be  sure  you 
are  well  stocked  on  this  popular  item — 
eager  collectors  are  expecting  it  now 
and  it  is  a  sure-fire  year-round  best 
seller.  ■ 

IN 

PLANNING  nf 
STAGE  3] 

A  variety  of  items  are  scheduled  for 
release  later  this  year  from  Whitman. 
Leading  the  list  of  these  will  be  a  six- 
hole  plastic  Mint  Set  Holder  designed 
to  accommodate  United  States  coins 
from  cent  to  dollar.  This  holder  will  be 


constructed  exactly  like  the  present  No. 
9733  five-hole  Mint  Set  Holder,  except 
for  the  additional  space.  Molds  arc  be¬ 
ing  prepared  and  production  should  be 
completed  by  October. 

Also  slated  for  fall  release  is  a  revised 
edition  of  Whitman’s  Coins  of  Canada, 
by  Haxby  and  Willey.  Many  collectors 
will  welcome  the  updated  1973  edition 
of  this  book  because  of  the  recent  new 
interest  in  collecting  Canadian  coins  and 
the  advancing  values  of  many  pieces. 

One  other  product  that  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  available  in  October  is  a  new 


Bookshelf  Coin  Album  for  the  Eisen¬ 
hower  dollar.  This  album  was  originally 
planned  for  later  release  after  more 
coins  had  been  issued.  However,  nu¬ 
merous  requests  indicate  that  collectors 
want  to  use  this  album  immediately; 
therefore  production  plans  have  been 
stepped  up  by  a  full  year.  This  album 
will  have  space  for  both  the  cupro¬ 
nickel  coins  of  Denver  and  Philadelphia 
and  the  silver  pieces  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  ■ 

30TH  EDITION  BLUE  BOOK 
AMAZINGLY  ACCURATE 

Every  indication  of  market  activity 
and  its  reflection  in  the  new  30th  edi¬ 
tion  of  R.  S.  Yeoman’s  Handbook  of 
United  States  Coins  (the  Blue  Book) 
point  toward  what  must  be  considered 
the  most  accurate  coverage  yet  published 
in  this  popular  and  familiar  volume. 
The  panelists  were  as  usual  most  co¬ 
operative  in  their  contributions  of  mar¬ 
ket  appraisals,  and  the  composite  re¬ 
sults  that  make  up  the  values  listed  in 
the  Blue  Book  arc  apparently  “right  on 
the  money” — if  you  will  pardon  the  pun. 

Specifically,  changes  in  the  series 
were  as  follows: 

Half  Cents — Only  a  few  slight  in¬ 
creases  in  this  area.  The  majority  re¬ 
mained  stable. 

Large  Cents — 1793  and  1804  were 
up  slightly;  otherwise  the  market  is  un¬ 
changed. 

Flying  Eagle  Cents — There  were 
small  raises  in  Uncirculated  condition. 
This  is  not  surprising,  as  they  have  been 
sought  as  type  coins  for  the  past  few 
years. 

Indian  Head  Cents — The  new  base 
price  for  any  common  piece  is  now  18^. 
Apparently  Grandma’s  cookie  jar  filled 
with  such  things  is  long  gone. 

Lincoln  Cents — Adjustments  arc  still 
taking  place  in  both  directions,  up  and 
down.  Interestingly  enough,  the  rare 
pieces  ( 1 909S-VDB,  I914-D,  1931-S) 
are  all  down  from  last  year. 

Two  Cents — Basically  unchanged,  ex¬ 
cept  the  1864  Small  Motto  variety, 
which  is  down  slightly. 

Three  Cents  Nickel — An  upward 
trend  is  seen  throughout  most  of  the 
dates.  A  notable  exception  is  the  1877 
proof,  which  is  somewhat  down. 

Shield  Nickels — This  has  turned  out 
to  be  a  “wanted”  coin  for  dealers’ 
stocks,  and  most  dates  are  up  from 
last  year. 

Libert)'  Head  or  “V”  Nickels — A 
steadier  market  is  reflected  here,  but 
the  base  price  for  an  Extremely  Fine 
specimen  (desirable  type  coin)  is  now 
$1.50. 


Buffalo  Nickels — These  are  steady  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  few  upward  adjustments. 

Jefferson  Nickels — The  market  shows 
no  signs  of  any  significant  activity,  but 
perhaps  the  proof-only  dates  coming  out 
will  stimulate  this  series  soon. 

Three  Cents  Silver — A  couple  of  years 
ago  this  coin  was  in  demand  as  a  type 
coin,  and  most  pieces  took  a  hike.  The 
market  is  steadier  now  and  the  demand 
is  not  as  strong;  therefore  values  did 
not  rise  this  year. 

Half  Dimes — Demand  for  type  sets 
of  this  coin  is  showing,  especially  in  the 
1853-55  issues  with  arrows  at  date, 
which  arc  up  in  Very  Fine  condition  to 
$3  as  a  base  price. 

Dimes — Type  demand  is  pushing  the 
early  issues  and  Liberty  Seated  pieces 
upward.  In  the  Barber,  Mercury  and 
Roosevelt  series  the  market  is  steady. 


Square  cut  pages  and  additional  price  columns  are 
only  part  of  the  Blue  Soak'*  thirty  year  evolution. 


Twenty-Cent  Pieces — Surprisingly, 
there  is  no  change  for  this  short-lived 
issue.  Probably  the  proper  level  of 
value  was  achieved  last  time  around  and 
demand  has  subsided  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing. 

Early  Quarters — There  was  consider¬ 
able  activity  in  this  area  and  everything 
through  1838  is  in  demand  and  up  in 
value. 

Liberty  Seated — ITie  major  area  of 
interest  was  once  again  in  the  1853-55 
pieces  with  arrows  at  date,  which  are 
tip  in  Very  Fine.  There  were  also  scat¬ 
tered  upward  adjustments  throughout 
the  series  but  nothing  consistent. 

Barber  Quarters — Demand  for  nice 
type  coins  is  catching  up  to  these  quar¬ 
ters,  and  nearly  all  are  up  in  Fine  and 
Very  Fine  condition.  This  is  not  sur¬ 
prising. 

Liberty  Standing  Quarters — A  slight 
upward  trend  is  seen,  mostly  for  com¬ 
mon  dates,  as  type  demand  begins  to 
quicken  the  pace. 


Washington  Quarters — The  market  is 
unchanged  for  the  present. 

Half  Dollars — Everything  through 
1839  is  in  demand  and  values  have 
-risen  accordingly.  Liberty  Seated  pieces 
»rc  holding  steady.  Barber  halves  of 
^earlier  dates  took  an  upward  swing,  and 
base  prices  also  went  up.  Later  types 
showed  no  heavy  activity  and  remain 
unchanged. 

Silver  Dollars — As  might  be  expected, 
this  was  one  of  the  most  active  areas 
throughout  the  entire  range  of  types. 
The  early  pieces  show  many  changes, 
all  in  an  upward  direction,  as  type  de¬ 
mand  showed  its  strong  influence.  De¬ 
mand  continues  unabated  for  the  full 
scries  of  Morgan  dollars  and  most  are 
up.  Common  dates  in  some  instances 
did  remain  unchanged.  For  the  Peace 
dollar  series  many  increased  in  value 
for  Uncirculated  coins.  Trade  dollars 
also  showed  good  strength,  as  most  dates 
went  up.  This  was  especially  so  for  the 
common  dates,  indicating  an  obvious 
demand  for  decent  type  coins.  Two 
condition  columns  were  added  to  give 
an  even  more  accurate  indication  of 
activity  in  the  Trades — Very  Good  and 
Uncirculated  now  appear  in  the  Blue 
Book. 

Commemoratives — There  was  much 
activity  in  this  scries  and  values  are 
now  close  to  Red  Book  levels  for  many 
pieces. 

k  Proof  Sets — The  market  is  erratic, 
Fand  values  arc  up  and  down.  No  set 
pattern  is  yet  discernible. 

$1.00  Gold — Base  prices  arc  up,  as 
might  be  expected,  but  no  flood  of  ac¬ 
tivity  otherwise. 

$2.50  Gold— Nearly  all  from  1840  to 
1929  show  an  upward  trend.  Earlier 
pieces  are  holding  steady. 

$3.00  Gold — Once  again  this  series 
is  enjoying  popularity  and  almost  all 
pieces  show  an  increase  in  value. 

$5.00  Gold — In  contrast  is  die  Half 
Eagle  series,  which  is  rather  dormant 
at  the  moment  in  the  earlier  pieces. 
However,  all  base  prices  have  risen  on 
issues  from  1834  through  1929. 

$10.00  Gold — The  only  noteworthy 
item  in  the  Eagle  series  is  the  fact  that 
base  prices  are  up  for  everything  after 
1838.  Otherwise  they  are  steady,  with 
no  surge  of  true  collector  activity  seen. 

$20.00  Gold — The  same  is  true  of  the 
Double  Eagles  as  with  the  $10  pieces — 
no  great  increases  but  higher  base  prices. 

AH  the  foregoing  information  so  vital 
to  an  understanding  of  current  market 
trends  is  included  as  usual  in  the  new 
Blue  Book,  as  well  as  a  multitude  of 
supplementary  data  to  help  open  the 

M lobby  to  all  who  are  interested.  Isn’t  it 
;asy  to  see  why  the  Whitman  Blue  Book 
has  become  as  indispensable  to  the 
coin  hobby  as  apple  pie  and  coffee  is 
to  all  of  America?  ■ 


WHITMAN  JOBBER 
CITED  BY  A.N.A. 


Knowledgeable  Tom  Jones  of  Michi¬ 
gan — everyone  knows  this  genial  numis¬ 
matist  who  has  that  certain  knack  for 
making  you  like  him  die  moment  you 
meet  him.  And  with  good  reason  too, 
for  he  has  done  a  tremendous  job  not 
only  as  a  wholesale  Whitman  product 
distributor,  but  also  in  the  numismatic 
world  in  many  different  capacities.  All 
of  this  was  justly  recognized  at  the 
recent  A.N.A.  convention  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  as  F.  A.  “Tom”  Jones  was  given 
the  Club  Representative  Award  for  1972 
“For  Outstanding  Service”  to  all. 

What  does  it  take  to  win  such  an 
award?  Take  a  look  at  some  of  the 
facts  that  have  made  Tom  the  respected 
and  well-known  gentleman  he  is: 

He  has  been  in  the  A.N.A.  24  years 
and  is  a  charter  member  of  both  the 
Token  &  Medal  Society  and  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Paper  Money  Collectors. 

During  his  may  years’  affiliation  with 
the  Dearborn  Coin  Club  and  Michigan 
State  Numismatic  Society  (during  which 
he  served  as  Board  Member  and  Presi¬ 
dent),  he  implemented  many  new  pro¬ 
grams  and  furthered  the  educational 
phase  of  numismatics. 

He  is  responsible  for  the  formation 
of  many  Young  Numismatist  organiza¬ 
tions  and  programs  and  has  donated 
countless  hours,  educational  numismatic 
material,  and  text  books. 

He  has  made  himself  available  to 
all  numismatists  and  coin  clubs  when 
needed  and  has  initiated  the  formation 
of  at  least  two  other  coin  clubs. 

He  has  served  as  Exhibit  Judge  at 
conventions  approximately  300  times, 
and  numerous  coin  clubs  have  named 
him  honorary  member. 

As  A.N.A.  representative  for  the 
Dearborn  and  Michigan  State  clubs,  he 
has  promoted  educational  talks  and  pro¬ 
grams,  and  founded  a  statewide  Speak¬ 
er’s  Bureau  with  the  Michigan  Society. 


He  continues  to  promote  numismatics 
and  A.N.A.  activities,  and  this  year  was 
part  of  the  committee  that  rewrote  the 
entire  A.N.A.  Exhibits  and  Exhibits 
Awards  Rules  for  the  New  Orleans 
Convention. 

He  initiated  a  statewide  program  of 
clinics  on  judging  which  is  scheduled  to 
be  instituted  this  Fall. 

Tom’s  many  activities  would  require 
a  volume  to  enumerate,  but  in  essence 
they  mean  that  here  is  a  man  who  has 
never  turned  down  a  request  or  refused 
to  serve  in  any  capacity  that  would 
further  the  promotion  of  the  hobby  of 
coin  collecting  or  the  science  of  numis¬ 
matics.  The  collectors  and  clubs  who 
owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  are  legion, 
and  the  A.N.A.  Outstanding  Club  Rep¬ 
resentative  Award  is  truly  merited  by 
this  most  tireless  and  indefatigable 
worker  for  the  hobby.  ■ 


WHITMAN  COIN  TUBES 
WEATHER  SEVEREST  TEST 


We  have  always  known  that  Whit¬ 
man  coin  products  are  tops,  but  to  have 
unsolicited  endorsement  of  that  fact  is 
extra  icing  on  the  cake.  A  few  weeks 
ago  we  received  a  letter  from  a  survivor 
of  the  Pennsylvania  flood  who,  among 
other  things,  lost  much  of  his  coin  col¬ 
lection  during  the  flood. 

This  person  wrote  that  all  of  his  col¬ 
lection  was  inundated,  even  after  re¬ 
moval  to  the  second  floor  of  the  bank, 
but  that  the  only  items  irretrievably 
damaged  were  coins  not  stored  in  Whit¬ 
man  plastic  holders.  He  asked  if  he 
could  obtain  replacements  of  the  boxes 
his  coin  tubes  were  stored  in — they  were 
completely  ruined.  This  we  were  happy 
to  do.  He  continued:  “My  original 
Whitman  coin  tubes  were  in  bank  boxes 
and  submerged  for  several  days,  and 
came  out  very  satisfactory.  My  loc-top 
tubes  containing  silver  were  also  satis¬ 
factory,  loss  of  about  10%.  These  coins 
were  soaking  at  least  three  weeks.  A  sup¬ 
plier  sold  me  200  screw  top  tubes  (of 
another  brand),  stating  they  were  the 
best  available.  I  am  happy  that  I  only 
had  200,  and  that  they  contained  cents, 
a  large  portion  of  which  were  steel 
1943  pennies.  These  tubes  when  opened, 
broke  off  even  with  the  threaded  part 
of  cap.  These  tubes  were  a  totol  loss 
and  ffic  steel  pennies  were  rusted  into 
a  solid  mass,  and  they  were  discarded 
also.  ...  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  quality 
merchandise.  In  my  book,  price  means 
nothing  if  quality  is  not  there.  These 
screw  top  tubes  were  priced  the  same, 
and  were  substituted  for  your  tubes  by 
the  dealer.” 

Need  we  say  more?  ■ 


INCLUSION  OF  NEW 
VARIETIES  TO  BE 
DETERMINED  BY  SURVEY 

The  spectacular  “double-die”  error 
on  the  1972  Lincoln  cent  is  the  latest 
numismatic  item  to  focus  the  attention 
of  collector  and  non-collector  alike  on 
the  hobby.  Featured  prominently  in 
national  wire  service  reports,  the  new 
variety  has  become  the  object  of  “pocket 
change”  searching,  particularly  in  the 
East  where  it  was  discovered.  News 
stories  and  advertising  in  the  hobby 
media  have  already  indicated  that  the 
double-die  is  the  hottest  item  to  come 
along  in  quite  a  while. 

Dealers  surveyed  at  recent  conven¬ 
tions  have  been  unanimous  in  their 
enthusiasm  over  the  new  item.  As  one 
dealer  put  it,  “this  is  exactly  what  we 
need.  Because  of  the  newspaper  stories, 
people  will  be  checking  their  pocket 
change  even  if  they  live  thousands  of 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  we  can 
always  count  on  a  certain  percentage 
of  these  to  come  into  their  local  coin 
shop  for  more  information.  Some  of 
them  will  inevitably  end  up  being  new 
collectors.” 

With  the  popularity  of  the  1972 
double-die  almost  a  sure  thing,  it  is  a 
likely  candidate  for  inclusion  in  next 
year’s  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins.  The  main  criterion  for  the  listing 
of  such  new  varieties  is  always  their 
popularity,  and  the  new  error  is  already 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  its  illus¬ 
trious  1955  predecessor. 

Among  the  not  so  simple  decisions 
to  be  made,  however,  is  that  of  whether 


or  not  to  include  a  space  for  the  new 
variety  in  Whitman’s  popular  folders 
and  albums.  Many  collectors  feel  very 
strongly  that  such  varieties,  the  1955 
and  1972  double-dies,  the  1960  large 
and  small  dates,  the  1922  no  D  and  the 
like  arc  really  necessary  to  have  a  truly 
complete  set.  They  take  the  approach 
that  such  items  arc  legitimate  examples 
of  United  States  Mint  production  and, 
as  such,  must  be  included  in  any  set 
that  is  truly  representative  of  modem 
coinage. 


Other  collectors  arc  just  as  opposed 
to  the  inclusion  of  such  varieties  in  the 
albums.  Here  the  logical  argument  is 
that  such  varieties  arc  unintentional  in 
nature,  most  being  true  errors,  and  in 
any  case,  not  of  legal  stature  with  the 
normal  date-mint  combinations  found 
in  the  collection.  They  point  out  fur¬ 
ther  that  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of 
such  pieces  place  them  out  of  range  of 
most  collectors. 

As  we  have  done  in  the  past,  we 
intend  to  let  the  collector  make  the 
decision  for  us.  As  always,  Whitman 
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products  are  designed  with  the  needs 
and  desires  of  collectors  uppermost  in 
our  mind.  We  would  like  to  know  ex¬ 
actly  what  today’s  collector  would  like 
to  sec  in  his  album.  We  arc  therefore 
asking  dealers  to  survey  their  custom¬ 
ers  in  the  weeks  to  come  and  let  us 
know  the  opinions  heard  on  the  new 
variety.  We  also  welcome  reports  from 
individual  collectors  on  the  subject  in 
order  that  we  may  meet  the  needs  of 
today’s  market. 

Much  the  same  situation  has  arisen 
in  the  case  of  the  current  proof  only 
coins  from  the  San  Francisco  mint. 
Most  collectors  will  recall  that  we  ran 
a  similar  survey  in  1968  with  regard 
to  the  S  mint  dimes,  quarters  and  half 
dollars,  which  have  been  included  only 
in  proof  sets  since  that  time.  As  a  result 
of  the  1968  survey,  a  decision  was  made 
not  to  include  spaces  for  these  coins  in 
the  Whitman  folders,  and  to  issue  Whit¬ 
man  Bookshelf  albums  in  two  varieties, 
both  with  and  without  spaces  for  the 
proof  only  coins.  Now  the  same  situa¬ 
tion  has  arisen  with  regard  to  the  nickel, 
which  since  1971  has  been  available 
with  the  S  mint  mark  only  in  proof 
sets.  We  wish  to  know  if  collectors  and 
dealers  arc  satisfied  with  the  approach 
taken  on  the  larger  denominations,  and 
if  so,  whether  we  should  follow  suit 
with  the  nickel  varieties. 

We  welcome  opinions  from  collectors 
and  dealers  on  the  varieties  discussed 
above.  Postcards  are  recommended  to 
facilitate  easy  handling,  and  we  request 
that  replies  be  kept  brief  in  order  to 
assure  careful  consideration.  Please  ad¬ 
dress  your  comments  to: 

Varieties,  Whitman  Coin  Products, 
1220  Mound  Avenue,  Racine,  Wisconsin 
53404.  ■ 


